
    

2017 STOP MILFOIL Capital Campaign

INVASIVE MILFOIL... 
...A PERSISTENT FOE

BRCA Milfoil Program Director Toni Pied and her crew using the DASH boat to remove 
invasive milfoil from Great Pond.   Photos courtesy of Dr. Alex Wall and Toni Pied.

What You Can Do To Help
Invasive milfoil is a community problem that can hurt everyone in the Belgrades.  It’s going to take everyone 
working together to keep it under control.  Here’s what you can do to help:
     1.  Learn – Educate yourself to identify milfoil and be on the look out for it when you are on the water.  Visit 
the Maine Lakes Resource Center in Belgrade Lakes Village to see live samples of invasive milfoil and get up-
dates on the progress of our work throughout the season.
     2.  Inspect – Check all watercraft, trailers, anchors and mooring lines, oars and paddles for plant fragments.  
Also look for plants on fishing lures and nets as well as decoys, decoy lines and weights, duck boats, waders and 
blinds.  Prevention is still the best way to keep new infestations from getting started and from keeping the mil-
foil from jumping from lake to lake.
     3.  Join – Sign up for Adopt-A-Shoreline and patrol your shoreline looking for new outbreaks.  Call Toni 
Pied, BRCA Milfoil Program Director, at 207 215-2685, for details and to become a volunteer.  Thank you.
     4.  Give – Make a donation to the 2017 STOP MILFOIL Capital Campaign by sending a check made out 
to “BLA – STOP MILFOIL” to:  BLA, PO Box 551, Belgrade Lakes, ME, 04918.  Or make a donation online at 
www.belgradelakesassociation.org.  Every dollar donated will be put into a special STOP MILFOIL bank ac-
count and be used only for fighting milfoil on Great Pond and keeping it from spreading into Long Pond.  
This is a battle we are winning.  With your ongoing support it is a battle that we will keep winning.  Thank 
you for your concern, your vigilance and your donations to the 2017 STOP MILFOIL Capital Campaign.

Thank you for helping save our lakes and their future in the Belgrades.



    

Milfoil Spreads To South End Of Great Pond
•	 Invasive variable milfoil was first discovered growing in Great Mead-

ow Stream in 2010.  By the fall of 2011, it was growing in the mouth of 
the stream where it enters North Bay of Great Pond.

•	 A scuba survey late in 2014 found milfoil plants growing in North Bay.  
More plants were found around the bay in 2015 and again in 2016.  All 
of these plants were plotted with GPS and removed.

•	 Last summer a single stem variable milfoil plant was found growing 
in Pinkham’s Cove and another in Austin Bog, at the south end of the 
lake.  (See map.)  The plants were removed and DNA tested to verify 
they were invasive.  These areas were searched extensively in follow up 
surveys.   No additional plants were found.

•	 Over the last 5 years the original infestation in Great Meadow Stream 

Invasive milfoil spreads by hitching a ride on 
boats, motors, trailers, anchors and fishing 
lures.  Please inspect your gear.

•	 In 2017 we will continue with our aggressive milfoil removal efforts but will put the primary focus on searching for 
new outbreaks in both Great Pond and Long Pond.

•	 We will use the full BRCA STOP MILFOIL team to conduct extensive surveys and searches for new milfoil plants 
around the shoreline of both lakes and repeatedly in high-risk areas, like the boat ramps, shallow bays and stream 
entrances.  Searches will be conducted using both divers during the day and the light boat at night.  Searching with 
the light boat means covering large areas, like North Bay, more quickly and more often.

•	 We will contract with New England Milfoil again this year, primarily to 
pull any remaining plants and regrowth.  They are equipped and experi-
enced to do this work quickly and thoroughly.  Removing plants and plant 
fragments is key to keeping the milfoil from spreading to other parts of 
Great Pond and into Long Pond.

•	 We will request the Maine Departments of Environmental Protection and 
Inland Fish & Wildlife close Great Meadow Stream to all motorized water-
craft again in 2017 for the safety of our workers and divers and to minimize 
plant fragments.

•	 The Adopt-A-Shoreline program will be further expanded with more 
volunteers patrolling more miles of shoreline for new outbreaks.  Please 
consider signing up.  We need your help.

•	 We’ll continue publicizing the invasive milfoil threat and what lake users 
can do to help with this problem.  Progress reports will be posted during 
the summer and sent out to all donors at the end of the 2017 season.

•	 Finally we’ll continue the STOP MILFOIL Capital Campaign to raise the 
funds necessary to carry on this important work.  If we stop now all the 
great progress that we’ve made will be quickly lost.  Thank you for your very 
generous ongoing support.

2017 STOP MILFOIL Action Plan

has been significantly reduced in size.  Last year 3,500 gallons of invasive plants were removed.  That’s just 7% of the 
amount pulled in 2012, the first year of our aggressive removal program. 

•	 Last year Courtesy Boat Inspectors were at the Great Pond and Long Pond Boat ramps from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, 
seven days a week, from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  They conducted 7,486 inspections, 854 more than in 
2016.  Great job!

•	 Eleven miles of new shoreline were added to the Adopt-A-Shoreline program last year.  Volunteers are now check-
ing a total of 42 miles of shoreline, 47% of the total perimeter of Great Pond and Long Pond.  (See map.)  More 
volunteers are needed.

A special “THANK YOU” to BRCA 
Milfoil Program Director Toni Pied and 
her crew for the tremendous job they have 
done battling invasive milfoil for the last 
5 years.


